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A three-day seminar on "'Rabindranath's Thoughts and 
Philosophy on Education" sponsored by National Council of 
Teacher's Education, New Delhi, and State Council of Educational 
Research and Training, West Bengal (S.C.E.R.T.) in association 
with Rabindra Bharati University was held in the Udaysankar Hall 
at the Jorasanko Thakurbari Campus of Rabindra Bharati 
University, Calcutta, from the 15th to 17th January 1998. The 
reports of the seminer were published in various newspapers in and 
outside the country. However, special credit goes to Muktakantha, 
| a widely circulated vernacular daily of Bangladesh for publishing 
an article of Ahmed Rafique. A somewhat translated version of 

that article is persented in the following pages so that the readers 
who were not able to attend that seminar may receive a brief idea 
on every aspect of the same ranging from organisational setup to 
the intellectual contents. 


Dr. Madhusudan Chatterjee 
a = Director, 
è uibery State Council of Educational Research and Training 
Govt. of West Bengal 


? AT JORASANKO IN THE RABINDRA BHARATI 
Ahmed Rafique 


A seminar whose focal theme was Rabindranath's 
Thoughts and Philosophy on Education was held in the 
Udaysankar Hall at the Jorasanko Thakurbari Campus of 
Rabindra Bharati University from 15th to 17th January 1998. 
The seminar was also featured by performative arts— 
dance, music and drama. The seminar was sponsored by 
National Council of Teacher's Education, New Delhi; State 
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Council of Educational Research and Training, West Bengal 
(S.C.E.R.T.). It is organised in collaboration with Rabindra 
Bharati University. The hospitality provided by the 
Organisers of the seminar was marked by royal splendour 
may be because of the fact that it was supported by the 
Government of India as well as Government of West 
Bengal. The royal ambience was further reflected not only 
by the fact that the delegates were accommodated in the 
Great Eastern Hotel but also by the warm reception on 
behalf of the organisers at the airport even in the face of 
seven hours delayed arrival of the Bangladesh Biman's 
aircraft at DumDum. Although there may be some scope of 
debate about the Greatness of the Great Eastern Hotel, its 
architectural solemnity is yet a mark of aristocracy. Moreover, 
the Hotel emits the flavour of historicity as seen in the 
Rabindra tradition bound up as it is with the names of 
Thacker's Book shop and regular visits to the Great 
Eastern which finds a hallowed place in the writings of 
Rabindranath. Curiosity scans its eyes everywhere. The 
Jorasanko Campus of Rabindra Bharati is stilll very attractive 
for various reasons. Although some new buildings have 
sprang up scatteredly around the original Thakurbari but 
even then the flavour of the past pervades our heart and 
intellect. The rooms of the Thakurbari which witnessed 
numerous incident, Bichitra Bhavan and the Dakshiwner 
Baranda (the south balcony) may be the cause of nostalgia 
for all Tagore lovers. However, this may not be the case for 
the persons employed in the campus and performing their 
routine duties. To reach the Thakurbari through the 
Dwarakanath Tagore lane the question that popped up 
repeatedly is how a rich, generous man of royal taste like 
Prince Dwaraknath could withstand such a narrow lane 
amid the regalia of the past. Despite repeated enquiries the 
origin of the name Jorasanko could not be explored. Was 
there any connecting bridge to cross from which the name 
derives itself? 

In keeping with the colourful spirit of the occasion the 
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Koradhuti, Garad Panjabi and Shwal clad gentleman with a 
soft, receptive smile at the corner of his lips welcomed 
everyone—a venerable figure who blended perfectly with the 
setting. That very gentleman, the pivotal person of the 
seminar, Dr. Madhusudan Chatterjee, the Director of 
the SCERT needs no introduction—a man known for his 
scintillating intelligence and working agility. On the other 
hand what also attracted everyone's eyes was, the Vice 
Chancellor of Rabindra Bharati University Prof. 
Subhankar Chakrobarty's widespread serene modesty. 
Before the start of the seminar, the delegates were taken 
to the two rooms respectively where Tagore was born and 
where he breathed his last. Thereafter the delegates were 
welcomed in accordance to Indian tradition by way of 
smearing the mark of sandal wood paste on their foreheads 
and presenting them with scarf and a bud of red rose. This 
was followed by the inaugural song, welcome and keynote 
addresses. What is discernible is the emotional pull that 
everyone feels reagarding Bangladesh. 


The welcome address was delivered by the Honourable 
Vice Chancellor of Rabindra Bharati University, Prof. 
Subhankar Chakraborty. In his keynote address Dr. 
Madhusudan Chatterjee, Director SCERT, not only explicated 
the aims and objectives of the seminar but through different 
anecdotes recreated the nostalgic past and transported the 
auidience to Tagore's era taking him through the whirlpool 
of time to Debendranath tagore's days of youthful vibrancy, 
the pattering of the young poet's feet on the rustling leaves. 
The Honourable Education Minister, Mr. Kanti Biswas, 
in his speech as chief guest briefly touched upon 
Tagore's ideals of education emphasizing people- 
oriented and life-oriented aspects of education. 


In the conference, Supriyo Thakur, a descendant of 
the Tagore family and former Principal of Patha Bhavan, 
Shantiniketan not only introduced the delegates with the 
focal theme of the seminar but also co-ordinated. every 


[3] 


session of the seminar. 


During the three day seminar under discussion a number 
of authors professors, administrators and technocrats 
delivered lectures and readout research papers on various 
aspects of the focal theme of the conference. A handful of 
guest speakers, essayists not only came from a number 
of universities of West Bengal but also from other states 
like Assam, Orissa, Gujrat, Madhya Pradesh etc. Apart 
from these, the representatives from various institutions like 
Tagore Research Institute, Paschimbanga Bangla 
Academy were also present in the seminar. Sister Cyril, 
the Principal of Loreto Girls School (Sealdah Branch) 
was also among the other delegates. The invitees from 
Bangladesh (a land palitico-geographically outside West 
Bengal and India) include Ahmed Rafique, Dr. Rafique 
Ullah Khan, Prof. Mansoor Musa of Bangladesh Rabindra 
Charcha Kendra and Syed Anwar Hossain, Director 
General of Bangla Academy. Due to unavoidable 
circumstances two delegates residing in London could not 
attend the seminar despite their willingness communicated 
to the authorities much before the seminar. Different opinions 
on the Educational Thoughts and Philosophy of 
Rabindranath were reflected in the speeches of speakers 
belonging to different generations. 


Ancient Indian Tapoban Siksha and Gurubadi Ashramik 
Siksha (teacher based residential education) in the 
eyes of Rabindranath was the primary topic or main tune 
of the seminar-taking into account both theory and praxis. 
Apart from this, Gautam Chattapadhay an experienced and 
eminent Professor humourously criticized the transformation 
of Rabindranath to Gurudev. However, he also projected 
the positive sides of this transformation. According to him 
the great poet should be freed from Gurudev Charcha 
or bardolatry. Although Professors Chattopadhyaya was 
encumbered by age he appeared very lucid and clear in his 
thinking. 
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Dr. Jotirmoy Ghosh, Rabindra Professor of Calcutta 
University in his lengthy article entitled "Rabindra Bhabnai 
Siksha Darshan" (Philosophy of Education in the thoughts 
of Rabindranath) also referred to the issue raised by Prof. 
Gautam Chottapadhyay. In his article Prof. Ghosh has critically 
discussed Rabindranath's excessive weakness on ancient 
India and its Brahminical culture. However, in the other 
section of the article he discussed on Rabindranath's 
thoughts on people oriented education and came to the 
conclusion that Rabindranath's thoughts on education 
emerged from his concern for rural areas and the folkculture 
of life is present there as an important impetus. However, 
there was scope for debate regarding the contention of 
professor Ghosh. Professor Pallav Kumar Sengupta of 
Rabindra Bharati University assessed and analysed the 
theoretical and practical aspects of Rabindranath's 
thoughts on education. Sri Debabrata palit from Tagore 
Research Institute highlighted the sequential history of 
Rabindranath's thoughts on education and problems 
related to its practical applicability. On the other hand Dr. 
(Mrs) Majuna Basu of Tagore Research Institute, in her 
discussion projected the ideological premises of Tapoban 
Shiksha recommended by Rabindranath. Dr. (Mrs.) Basu 
also highlighted the conflict between the present 
situation and Tapoban Shiksha. 


All the four delegates from Bangladesh read out written 
articles. Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain in his atricle "Rabindra 
Sikshadarshan : Prekshapat" (Background of 
Rabindranath's Philosophy on education) analytically 
highlighted the poet's thoughts on education. On the other 
hand, Ahmed Rafique in his article "Rabindranather Siksha 
Chintai Nihita Danda O Samasya (Problem and conflict 
embeded in the thoughts of Rabindranath on education) 
discussed the problems related to the dialectics of 
education postulated by Rabindranath with regard to his 
ideology of education. Prof. Rafique pointed out the 
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problems of reconciliation between Ancient Indian 
Topaban Siksha and modern education as well as 
scientific cognition and spiritual education. Prof. Rafique 
discussed the problems of implementing Tagore's views on 
education in the face of contradictory and multiple systems 
of education that coexist. The topic of Dr. Rofique Ullah 
Khan was “Rabindranather Sikshabhabna : Roop- 
rupantar "(Rabindranath's thinking on education : the beauty 
and the transformation). In his article Dr. Khan has evaluated 
the thoughts of Rabindranath on education and 
projected chastened form of the poet's thoughts on 
education. Prof. Mansoor Musa's speech was related 
to the philological aspects of Rabindranath Tagore. 


Some of the Professors, albeit their Bengali origin, read 
out articles written in English. Among them the names of 
Marmar Mukhopadhyay and Pabitra Sarkar deserve special 
mention. Although both of them are Professors, Marmar 
Mukhopadhyay with his vast experience and a number of 
global tours is a bureau-technocrat by profession; he is also 
a senior fellow in the National Institute of Education, 
Government of India. Prof. Pabitra Sarkar is well known 
for various reasons. He is a linguist and the former Vice 
Chancellor of Rabindrabharati University. Prof. Marmar 
Mukhopadhyay through his lengthy and intellectually 
refreshing discussion concluded that Rabindranath's 
mature and humanistic educational thoughts stressed 
on the character-building aspect of education and the 
forming of human beings in the truest sense through 
education. He pointed out the timeless relevance of Tagore's 
educational thoughts that are not wieghed down by spatial 
or cultural specificity. However, the problem is related to the 
proper execution and implementation of the concept. Prof. 
Mukhopadhyay said that the educationists of the present 
day should develop a sound methodology on the basis 
of which Rabindranath's views on education can be 
contextually and properly implemented. He further added 
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that Tagore's views on humanistic education is not only 
applicable for this country but also for the rest of the world. 
Sister Cyril, in her speech, has also advocated for the 
development of such a methodology. 

Professor Pabitra Sarkar had some words to say on 
linguistics, but his pivotal focus was on the Tagore's 
thoughts of education, its social relevance and the 
problems associated with its practical implementation. 
There was a mild dissent among the audience : 'Why did 
Prof. Pabitra Sarkar make his presentation in English?' He 
defended his position stating that the medium of English 
would be more comprehensible to the aduience whose 
mother tongue is not Bengali. Apart from that, the 
representatives of the Central Government 
organisations also cannot follow Bengali. 

It has to be mentioned in this context that the literary circle 
of West Bengal keeping in mind the Hindi Language 
dominated Central Government tries to bring English in the 
cultural folds of the state. This is why perhaps the invitation 
letter and programme of this event were printed in English 
although the latter could have been printed both in Bengali 
and English for the convenience of everyone. The language 
of the letters sent to different Bengali authors and academics 
should ofcourse have been in Bengali, in case of other, 
English. This is what the greater section of the Bangladesh 
intellectuals and academic feel. 

Among the non-Bengali participants in the seminar Prof. 
Patel from Gujrat needs special mention. He spoke 
mainly on Gandhi's educational thoughts in the context 
of Gujrat and its university applicability touching upon 
Tagore's ideas on education. His presentation did not 
highlight the modern utility of Tagore's educational concepts; 
neither did he look at this from different angles. Assam's 
veteran Professor Nabakanta Barooah dished out a mixed 
fare of Bengali and English tinged with humour and a few 
example. Prof. B. K. Mahapatra from Orissa took 
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permission from the audience to read his paper in Oriya, 
which ofcourse, was not too incomprehensible. On the 
contrary the special characteristics of the ‘verb’ in Oriya 
were entertaining mainly because of the simililarily between 
Bengali and Oriya Language. The representative from Tripura 
also read his paper in local language but his main thrust 
was on Tagore's visit to Tripura. Among the presentation 
made on the last day Prof. Debdas Joardar's paper was 
of different taste. Lastly the number of speakers in the 
seminar swelled up so steeply that all of them had to shorten 
their papers to accommodate everyone. Although a bit long, 
Sister Cyril's talk drew a lot of attention. Tagore's philosophy 
of education was not the only concern of her bemused 
speech; her analysis of Tagore's theoretical premises 
on education and its relation to the modern day 
academic curricula deserves praise. Although debatable 
there was enough food for thoughts in her talk. Similarly Dr. 
Nitish Biswas, an academic associated with Calcutta 
University, read out a thought provoking paper whose 
title was "The Marginalised in Tagore's Thought." 
Keeping in mind mass education he postulated his views but 
had to make his paper brief due to constraints of time. 


On summing up one has to say that this three-day 
seminar never degenerated to the level of being monotonous 
or irksome notwithstanding one or two occasions. Number 
of speakers were at variance with limits of time which is why 
the future prospects of educational policies could not be 


=-decided. In the concluding speech there was assurance 


of publishing the papers read at this seminar and the 
adoption of a few principles oriented towards the 
uplifting of educational standards in modern times. How 
far this is possible remains to be seen. This is because 
government programmes in these countries take a long time 
to be translated into reality. To add variety to this seminar 
cultural events were presented on each of the three day 
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Participants also got the opportunity to visit art galleries 
where they availed rare chance to go through a few illustrations 
created by Tagore and some members of his family. The 
delegates also visited the oil paintings of some of the family 
members of Rabindranath. The curator of the museum 
Indrani Ghosh, sprightly and hilly featured, has come from 
Santiniketan. She is very enthusiastic about art and the 
study of culture in Bengal. 2 

In the whole seminar the gloriously different strain was 
introduced by Chandalika, a dance based Tagore's drama 
held in Udayshankar Hall and the Tagore's play Tota 
Kahini in the outside yard of the Thakurbari and classical 
Tagore dance. In any seminar or symposium immediate 
. success is obviously the yardstick of measurement; lasting 
effects come later. 
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